
#1:  To inspire a lifelong love of reading 

 

 

 

 

Reading is a skill that is used to entertain, 

learn, and grow.  It is a means for 

discovering more about the world and 

oneself.  Summer reading is a chance for 

students to become self-directed readers 

and discover “just right” books for 

themselves.  Summer gives them the 

opportunity to explore new ideas or dive 

even deeper into a topic they love.  

 

#2:  To promote and develop literacy 

In order to improve at anything, one must 

practice.  Research tells us that reading skills 

improve when practiced and weaken when 

not exercised.   We want all students to be 

proficient readers so they are better able to 

succeed in school, learn about the world, 

readily access information, and reach their 

full life potential.     

Note to Students and Parents:   

Please carefully consider the content of your 
chosen book, as some books may have more 
mature themes than others.  It is ultimately up 
to the  parent  and student to determine what 
title is appropriate.    
 

Grade 9 Titles and Authors 

 All the Bright Places (Niven) 
 Breaking Night (Murray) 
 Brian’s Winter (Paulsen) 
 The Curious Incident of a Dog in the Night-time 

(Haddon) 
 Enrique’s Journey (Nazario) 
 The Impossible Knife of Memory (Anderson) 
 The Testing (Charbonneau) 
 Trouble (Schmidt) 

 

Grade 10 Titles and Authors 

 The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian 
(Alexie) 

 American Sniper (Kyle) 
 The Boys in the Boat (Brown) 
 An Ember in the Ashes (Tahir) 
 The Given Day (Lehane) 
 I’ll Give you the Sun (Nelson) 
 LAB Girl  (Jahren) 
 Michael Vey (Evans) 
 Popular (van Wageneen) 
 The Salt in the Sea (Septetys) 
 Shaken (Tebow) 
 The Sun is Also a Star (Yoon) 
 Unstoppable (Green) 
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#1:  To inspire a love of reading 

#2:  To promote and develop literacy 

Summer Reading Goals 

“Books are the plane, and the train, and the road.   
They are the destination, and the journey. They 
are home."  

― Anna Quindlen, How Reading Changed My Life 

“Reading is to the mind what exercise is to the body.” 
– Joseph Addison 

Much thanks to Walpole High School for sharing their  

successful summer reading program with WPS.  



       This summer we        

invite WHS freshmen 

and sophomores to join 

us in A Community of 

Readers, a   program 

based on the successful 

middle school model.  It 

is    designed to give 

participants a chance to 

select and read a book 

from a list of choices 

and to participate in a 

book talk. By providing book choice options, 

we hope that all students are able to find  

titles that get them excited about reading!  

We are proud of our book list, which was 

carefully compiled with input from staff and 

students to include titles that will appeal to 

students with a wide range of interests and 

reading abilities.   

 Our book talks are successful because 

we celebrate reading in a meaningful and en-

gaging way.  Our goal is to provide an oppor-

tunity for students and staff to read for   

pleasure and to find a book that will inspire 

participants to read even more!   Although 

your  student will only take part in one book 

Welcome to  our   
Community   
of  Reader s  

talk for which he or she signs up, we  encourage   

students to read multiple books for pleasure 

and to exercise their brains over the long    

summer vacation!  

 The Westfield  Athenaeum or our down-

town bookstore, Blue Umbrella Books, should 

be able to order titles for you if not in stock.  

You can also download free audio and ebooks 

by doing the following: 

Families should consider book recommenda-

tions, reviews, and summaries at the websites 

below in order to help students make the most  

appropriate selection. Together, you can make 

the best decision to find the “just right” book. 

 www.barnesandnoble.com  

 www.amazon.com 

How does it work? 

1,000,000 

The number of words a  

student is exposed to in one 
year by completing  

15 minutes of  

out-of-school  

independent reading. 

 ~Anderson, Wilson, & Fielding 

 In the spring, future 9th and 

10th grade students will 

choose a book from their 

grade-level booklist.   While 

reading over the summer, 

students will select a quote or two that has 

meaning for them and write these quotes 

down on an index card or post it notes.  Read-

ing should be completed by the time students 

return to school.   

In the fall, students will engage in a book talk 

with other students and staff who have read 

the same book.  They will follow the rules of 

academic discussion while sharing their 

thoughts on the book, including their quote 

selection and its meaning to them. 

 

For a complete list of books with brief synopses, 

please visit any of the following websites: 

 whs.schoolsofwestfield.org (WHS) 

 www.schoolsofwestfield.org (WPS 
District) 

 www.westath.org/teens (Public Library) 
If you do not have access to the Internet, a hard 

copy of your  school’s booklist can be viewed at 

these locations  during regular business hours. 

 

If you have questions or require further 

information, please contact: 

WHS:  413-572-6463 

WTA:  413-572-6533 

 Go to http://wta.axis360.baker-
taylor.com or download the Axis 360 
app onto your  electronic device.  

 Login with the same username and 
password you use on the school 
computers. 

 Select books to read and/or listen to 
all summer long.   


